THE LIFE  OF SAMUEL JOHNSON,  LL.D.
TO write the  Life  of him who  excelled  all  mankind   in writing the lives of others, and who, whether we consider his extraordinary endowments, or his various works, has been equalled by few in any age, is an arduous, and may be reckoned in me a presumptuous task.
Had Dr. Johnson written his own life, in conformity with the opinion which he has given1, that every man's life may be best written by himself; had he employed in the preservation of his • own history, that clearness of narration and elegance of language in which he has embalmed so many eminent persons, the world would probably have had the most perfect example of biography that was ever exhibited. But although he at different times, in a desultory manner, committed to writing many particulars of the progress of his mind and fortunes, he never had persevering dili-•gence enough to form them into a regular composition2. Of these memorials a few have been preserved ; but the greater part was consigned by him to the flames, a few days before his death. , As I had the honour and happiness of enjoying his friendship for upwards of twenty years ; as I had the scheme of writing his life constantly in view ; as he was well apprised of this circum-
1 Idler, No. 84. BOSWELL.—In this     be clone when against the present paper he says : ' Those relations are     inclination, and so often fills the mind commonly of most value in which the     with anxiety, that an habitual dislike writer tells his own story. He that     steals upon us, and we shrink in-Tecounts the life of another... lessens     voluntarily from the remembrance of the familiarity of his tale to increase     our task. . . . From this unwilling-its dignity... and endeavours to hide     ness to perform more than is required the man that he may produce a hero.'     of that which is commonly performed
3 ' It very seldom happens to man     with reluctance it proceeds that few
that his business is his pleasure. What     authors write their own lives.' Idler,
is clone from necessity is so often to     No. 102, See also post, May i, 1783.
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